Parliamentary statement of MEP Bart Staes (European Free Alliance) on the Macedonia debate in the plenary session of the European  Parliament on the 4th of October 2001, concerning the support for a framework agreement in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

B. Staes. - Mrs. Pack indicated quite rightly that there are still many problems. But all in all the peace process in Macedonia can be considered as half a wonder. And I agree with  Mr. Haader when he congratulates the Macedonian government and when he points out the courage of this government. Indeed, dear Colleagues, a Gordian knot has been cut.

The minority rights of the Albanians are guaranteed, the operation "Essential Harvest" is successful, the sovereignty and the territorial integrity of Macedonia are guaranteed. Indeed the multi-ethnic character of the society becomes a new opportunity and the dialogue of the parties is central. We all must have a permanent attention for this region, for all the Balkan region. The Afghanistan crisis, the fight against terror cannot divert our attention from this part of the world.

We have to invest in the stability of the Balkan region. We have to invest in the stability of Macedonia. It's up to us to support enough the execution of the stabilization and  association agreement. We have to take care to a good support to the refugees who go back. We have to take care to the reconstruction of the country. And I want to cite here Mrs. Pack: "The political history of my country has proved that only forgiveness, that only reconciliation can bring a real peace in a country." So amnesty for the rebels is important indeed. It's beside the point of the rebels who should be summoned on the court in The Hague probably. It's the point of the others and for these rebels an arrangement must be done. I hope that our colleagues who go to Skopje to-morrow shall raise this problem by their colleagues there. I support also fully the extension of the mandate of the European Office for Reconstruction in the region. Macedonia must be placed under this regulation and therefore I hope that we, as members of the European Parliament, should pay attention enough to the operation of the European Office for Reconstruction, so that we can be sure that the money from the taxes of the people of Europe will be spent in this region on a good, timely and efficient way.         

