European Roma Rights Center

1386 Budapest 62 - P.O.Box 906/93 - Hungary  - Phone: + (36 1) 413 2200 - Fax: + (36-1) 413 2201

United Nations Committee against Torture

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Palais des Nations

8-14, Avenue de la Paix

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Budapest, April 9, 2001

Dear Committee Member,

The European Roma Rights Center (“ERRC”), an international public interest law organisation based in Budapest, respectfully submits published documentary information concerning the human rights situation of Roma in Greece for consideration by the Committee against Torture (“the Committee”) at its 26th session on May 2 and 3, 2001.

During extensive field research and regular monitoring of the human rights situation of Roma in Greece since its establishment in 1996, ERRC has documented what we believe to be significant breaches of Articles 10, 11, 12, 13 and 16 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (“the Convention”). ERRC’s concerns are elaborated in the enclosed collection of news items and articles pertaining to Greece entitled “Focus: Roma in Greece,” compiled and published in March 2001. In particular, we would like to call your attention to the following:


Roma throughout Greece report being subjected to systematic police abuse. Excessive use of firearms by Greek police has in recent years resulted in at least two deaths and several cases of serious injury of Roma. (Please see, e.g., pp. 5 and 26, news items from Roma Rights). 

Ill-treatment of Roma in police custody is commonplace. ERRC has documented cases in which Romani detainees have been beaten with iron bars, kicked and threatened with asphyxiation by police officers. (Please see especially pp. 10-11, news items from Roma Rights). Cases of illegal detention of Roma are also common. For example, during a police operation and failed search for a Romani crime suspect in 1997, the police reportedly arrested the suspect’s mother and sister instead, both of whom were released a few hours later without being charged with any crime. (Please see p. 5, news item from Roma Rights). 

Police raids are regularly carried out on entire Romani neighbourhoods for a variety of purposes, including supposed searches for criminal suspects, drugs and weapons. While the police apparently often fail to uncover drugs or weapons, they routinely subject Romani inhabitants, including women and children, to various forms of intimidation and abuse. Greek police officials have been reported targeting Roma because, in the words of one officer, “they are Gypsies; they are prone to steal.” (Please see, e.g., pp. 5, 6, 8, 11, 33-34, news items from Roma Rights). 

Notwithstanding the frequency of reported police abuse in Greece, victims remain without remedy. Judicial authorities have repeatedly failed to bring charges against police officers who abuse Roma. With the exception of one case in which two police officers were indicted for shooting and killing a Romani man in April 1998 – only to be acquitted by the Council of Judges of the Magistrates Court of Thessaloniki on the grounds of self-defence, despite unequivocal, forensic evidence that the victim had been killed by a shotgun wound in the back – none of the cases of police violence documented by ERRC have resulted in prosecution, let alone conviction of the officers involved. (Please see, e.g., p. 26, news item from Roma Rights).


We hope that the documentation provided by the ERRC on the situation of Roma in Greece will assist the Committee in examining Greece’s compliance with the Convention.

Sincerely,

Dimitrina Petrova

Executive Director 









Enclosure

