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I. De facto





In the afternoon of April 3rd 2001, the Dolhasca Town-hall, in cooperation with the police and public guardians, has organized an action of tracing out the animal owners that graze their herds illegally. The team formed by police units, public guardians and the Deputy Mayor of Dolhasca, Ioan Salvin, traveled by three cars (a police car, one belonging to the public guardians and one private property) towards the village of Probota.


Around 6 p.m., as it comes-out from the statements of the persons involved in the incident, the three cars passed through the village of Gulia, and in the vicinity of the Roma community they stopped because of Gheorghe Muraru, who was in his private wagon and intended to enter the road that led towards Probota. As he came out of the intersection, the police stopped him for not giving priority. Gheorghe Muraru states that he was stopped in front of Lacatus Petru’s house by the police cars that were coming from Dolhasca. Dan Tudose, Sergeant in the Dolhasca Police, stepped-out of the car and pulled him out of the wagon, after which he hit him under the eyes of the others. This fact is confirmed by Ciuraru Gheorghe, Dulap Andrei and Dulap Nicolae, who were working at a ditch and witnessed this incident, Muraru Gheorghe being ID-ed in the police car in order to receive a fine. As he stepped-out of the car he was hit again, his daughter meanwhile coming out into the street, having been alerted by neighbors that her father was being beaten by the police. Coming into his defense, Muraru Elena was also hit although she was carrying in her arms her three year-old daughter. This events were also witnessed by the Deputy Mayor of the commune of Dolhasca, according to Mr. Constantin Cornel, First Vice-president of the Roma Party, Suceava branch, witness to these events. 


After this incident the three cars continued their way to Probota and after approximately two and a half hours, around 8.00-8.30 p.m., the delegation of the local authority returns, stopping at the place of the incident. The Chief of the Police Department in Dolhasca, Verdes Liviu, together with deputy Mayor Savin Ioan entered Constantin Cornel’s bar, in order to check the legality of his trade documents. In the meanwhile, on the street, the policemen and guardians aggressed the Roma persons, adults and children, as it results from the statements of those involved in these events. 


Ciuraru Mariana, aged 25, witnessed the aggression committed against Lacatus Florin, “hit by two policemen, one dressed in blue and the other in black”. Muraru Elena came between them claiming that he was her husband, and the policemen then stopped hitting him. The policeman Dan Tudose asked him whether he was Gypsy or Romanian, and when he asked he was Gypsy, Deputy Mayor Savin Ilie, as it results from Lacatus Florin’s statement, said: “Give him a lesson, boys!”, after which the policeman and the guardian hit him with their fists and feet. Constantin Neculai states that he was hit by a policeman while he was crossing the street towards the shop belonging to his father, Constantin Cornel. 


The children present to these incidents also state that they were hit by the policemen. 


Stoica Constantin Decebal, aged 14, states that when he exited Mrs. Constantin Emilia’s shop, seeing a commotion, tried to run from fear, but he was stopped by a policeman. He was beaten with the fists and feet, all this time begging the policemen not to hit him because he had head operation, as it results from the witnesses statements. Following the blows he had suffered, the child was hospitalized, requiring 3 - 5 days of medical care, fact that results from the Legal Medical Certificate no. 857 from April 6th 2001, issued by the Legal Medical Institute in Iasi. The child was carried home unconscious by Calaro Ionel Daniel, Dulap Andrei, Sarbu Adrian and Dumitru Vasile, as it results from their statements. 


From Constantin Cornel’s statements it results that, when the Deputy Mayor and the Chief of Police in Dolhasca exited the bar, he provided them protection until they got in their cars, because of the tensioned situation that was created at the site between the Roma and the law-enforcement forces. 


The following day the Roma children didn’t go to school, scared after the incidents happened the evening before.





II. De jure


Penal Code of Romania, Title VI: “Offences that encroach activities of public interest or other activities regulated by law”, states in art. 246, regarding “The abuse on duty against persons’ interests”, the followings: “The action of the civil servant who, while exercising his duties, knowingly doesn’t fulfil an act or fulfils it in a deficient manner, thus harming the person’s lawful interests, is punishable with prison between 6 months and 5 years”.


Also, art 250 P.C., regarding “Abusive behaviour” provides:


- paragraph 1: “The use of insulting phrases towards a person by a civil servant on duty is punishable with prison between 3 months and 3 years of with a fine”.


- paragraph 2: “Hitting or other violent acts realised under the conditions provided by paragraph 1, are punishable with prison between 6 months to 5 years”.





III. Romani CRISS Intervention


Romani CRISS, following a notification came from the Inspector on Roma Issues within The Ministry of Education and Research, and the publishing in the “National” daily newspaper of the article “Violent clashes between Roma and police in Gulia - Suceava”, has sent representatives on April 6th 2001, in the Dolhasca commune, Suceava county, to document the incidents consumed in the evening of April 3rd.


As the initial notification mentioned the fact that Roma children have also been involved in the incident, who under the pressure of threats didn’t attend school the following day, a precedent being created, Romani CRISS representatives have contacted the Director of the local High-school. Referring to the incidents consumed 3 days before, he confirmed the absence of the Roma children from school, the day after the incident.


The next step in the documenting action was concerned with the Roma community from the village of Gulia, with the purpose of establishing the persons’ involved and witnesses’ points of view. Discussions were held with these persons and statements were written with the purpose of notifying the relevant institutions. 


In continuing the action, Romani CRISS members went to the Dolhasca Police Headquarters, in order to obtain an official point of view regarding the incidents that took place in the village of Gulia. The policeman on duty offered no information, saying that he would “discuss anything but the Roma problem”. 


In order to obtain the officials’ point of view in this matter, Romani CRISS representatives have contacted the Town Hall of Dolhasca and the County Hall of the Suceava county. 


At the meeting from the Dolhasca Town Hall, the Mayor couldn’t provide us with an official point of view, as an inquiry conducted by the County Hall and the County Police Inspectorate of Suceava was under way. 


After the meeting held with the Mayor, Romani CRISS representatives traveled to the Suceava County Hall, where they held talks with the Secretary General of the County Hall, Mrs. Carp Viorica. She brought to our knowledge the fact that a commission composed by the Secretary General of the County Hall, the Director of the County Hall and an Governmental Expert on Interethnic Relations have investigated the case in Gulia. The final report handed to the county governor indicates the fact that the incident started at around 8.30 p.m. in the shop owned by Corneliu Constantin, when the Deputy Mayor of the commune of Dolhasca, Mr. Ioan Savin, accompanied by the Chief of the Police Department in Dolhasca, Mr. Verdes Liviu, required the owner not serve his customers alcohol drinks in glasses, because they consume them on the street thus disturbing the traffic. In the report prepared by the County Hall commission handed to the governor there were mentioned the followings: “The Deputy Mayor criticised owner for not clearing the garbage next to the shop. Harsher remarks were exchanged, in the meanwhile approximately 40-50 clamouring Roma having gathered, some of them having on them hard objects. Because the talks were held on a high and conflicting note, the policemen and guardians ensured the Deputy Mayor’s protection, surrounding him”. The commission discovered that the policemen and guardians had stopped at the shop on their return from a mission of verifying the way the grazing regulations are respected on the area of the commune. A number of 14 Roma offered statements to the commission, in which they accuse the policemen of physically aggressing them and which were sent to the County Police Inspectorate in order for the necessary inquiries to be carried out. 


The Suceava County Police Inspectorate has assigned Lt. Col. Gradinaru Petru to lead the investigation of the incidents in Gulia. 


The First Vice-president of the Suceava branch of the Roma Party, Mr. Constantin Cornel, has informed the Romani CRISS representatives that a number of 14 complaints against the policemen involved in the incidents in Gulia, Dolhasca commune, were addressed to the County Police Inspectorate. 





IV. Problem Continuity


Romani CRISS addressed on April 9th 2001 letters to the Governor of Suceava county, Mr. Ioan Cusnir, and to the Suceava County Police Inspectorate, in the concern of the commander - Gen. Gheorghe Neamtu, in order to obtain the official result of the investigation regarding the incidents consumed in Gulia, Dolhasca commune.


On April 18th 2001, Suceava County Hall issued an answer which states that on April 4th 2001 the County Hall commission travelled to Dolhasca Town Hall, in order to verify the causes of the conflict occurred on April 3rd 2001. The County Hall’s answer states that: “From the talks held with the parties involved in this conflict, namely Verdes Liviu, Dolhasca Police Department Chief, Savin Ioan, Deputy Mayor of Dolhasca commune, Gradinaru Petru, Lt. Col. CPI Suceava, as well as the citizens Stoica Floarea, Roman Dumitru, Muraru Maria, Dulap Dumitru, Roman Anisoara, Lacatusu Ioan, Sarbu Zincu and Muraru Gheorghe, resulted the fact that this was not the case of a conflict of ethnic nature between the citizens of Romanian nationality and those of Roma nationality, at the same time having been taken measures of preventing situations of such nature.”


Until the present date, Romani CRISS has not received an official answer from CPI Suceava concerning the incidents.


On April 24th 2001 Romani CRISS notified the “Ombudsman” Institution with regard to the incidents and filed, under the registration numbers 2741-2753/24.04.2001, complaints from the Roma involved in the events.    


                    


  





     


