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OPEN LETTER

HE Adrian Nastase

Prime Minister of Romania

Bucharest

Fax: 0040-1-312 2436

Vienna, 1 June 2001

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

I am writing on behalf of the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) to support the Romanian Helsinki Committee’s request that you reject amendments to the Romanian Penal Code proposed by the Minister of Justice.

We are especially concerned about the following:

Article 205, pertaining to “insult.” – The Justice Ministry would permit a prison term, in contradiction to rulings of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). The Romanian Helsinki Committee proposes the abrogation of the entire article.

Article 206, pertaining to “libel.” – Punishment by incarceration should be eliminated; libel should be punished only if a journalist can be convicted of acting in bad faith.

Article 207, pertaining to “truth proof.” – We urge to maintain this paragraph, and to allow the introduction of good faith and public interest as evidence against libel charges.

Article 238, concerning “offense against authority,” should, we believe, be eliminated from the Penal Code, as it is contrary to the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR).

Article 239, concerning “outrage,“ should not include punishment for insulting and libelling civil servants.

I appreciate your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Dr. Aaron Rhodes

Executive Director
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