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The storm demolishing the image of the Macedonian Helsinki Committee (MHC) for Human Rights, as well as the personal integrity of (some of) its members, as a result of the publishing of the 2001 Annual Report on Macedonia, culminated today with, one may say, orchestrated attacks from two very popular media: daily newspaper “Dnevnik” and the TV station “Sitel”, having both national coverage.


The Calvary of the MHC started a week ago when a draft version of the Annual Report circulated among the media and the police top officials. As under a directive, the media, politicians and everybody in the country started a real avalanche of accusation against the MHC, charging them of being national traitors, lack of patriotism and, the most interesting, of being Albanian advocates. The attacks were so heavy that it became obvious that nobody understands what is written in the Report. The general impression, actually, is that the most painful part of it is that the MHC equalizes the human rights violation, perpetrated by the NLA either by the Macedonian security forces. The ferocity of these accusations were so explicit that every single child in the country knows well who is the State enemy No.1, who received 300,000 DEM to prepare such a Report and who are the traitors of the Macedonian national interests blaming the country before the international community.


Well, in its Tuesday editorial, Dnevnik publishes: “The Report is not in accordance with the spirit of the Helsinki Final Act and seems more to be a verdict than a Report. It’s full of comments, hard and easy-made conclusions, as well as free-made comparisons. At moments it even recalls the tradition of western movies, comparing the behavior of our police officers with “Dirty Harry”, because they often take the law in their hands. It exists, because Macedonia is living its own version of the Wild West, but I don’t know why this is taken in a so bad way. We need some understanding.”


This kind of software, unfortunately, is already installed in the head of the Macedonian citizen. It contains a bug resulting with the general misunderstanding about a very simple but crucial question: what is the rule of law, what is the Constitution, who is supposed to apply it and how and, finally, to whom belongs this country ?
After this one week incredible and merciless cannonade against the MHC, it become obvious that it doesn’t matter what is in the Report. What matter is whether the crowd will like your report or you’ll be crucified. With a generous logistical and other support from all segments in the society. But, the interesting momentum is that nobody confronted real and concrete arguments with the MHC. There was no a “hearing”.


Actually, yes, there is a person who wanted to confront arguments with the MHC. During the Tuesday evening News on the TV “Sitel”, the editor, after a very sophisticated satanisation of the MHC, continued with the same enthusiasm with the Human Rights Watch, offering the crucial argumentation: an article of a certain Jarett Israel, in which this person “argue” that there’s no any validity of the HRW findings and, by the way, the HRW is only pursuing the policy of American top politicians – says the editor. The news also contained a poll with Macedonian parliamentarians who all stated being surprised by this Report, because it is “fabricated”, “ordered” and “blasphemic”. Among these parliamentarians there are members of the Parliamentarian human rights commission…
Ferdinand Nahimana is smiling in his cell…

Well, this “reportage” contains a certain number of absurds, because the reality is opposite. Some of them: 1) HRW has been the first organisation reporting on human rights violations against (ethnic) Macedonians and Serbs made by NLA and this is not taken into account; 2) HRW expressed, in its 2001 Report on the USA, its strong and very articulated criticism against the human rights commitments and engagements of the USA government; the MHC speaks in the Report also about the rights of the Macedonian security forces … etc etc. But the funniest one, related to the human rights expertise: the “Sitel” editor is, allegedly, by his educational background … a lawyer.


In fact, after this calvaric week for the MHC, apparently no one single prominent Macedonian intellectual endorsed the Report so far. But the crucial thing is that no one stood against these attacks that, at least, abolish a fundamental constitutional right: “A citizen has the right to be informed on human rights and basic freedoms as well as actively to contribute, individually of jointly with others, to their promotion and protection” – says the Article 50 of the Macedonian Constitution.


One prominent human rights expert, a (ethnic) Macedonian, said today: “The problem is that there is a misperception among people about the individual fundamental human rights, which in the Macedonian context are seen through the prism of the Macedonian / Albanian conflict.” Well, this is quite true, but obviously shows the whole tragedy of the lack of a basic concept of (political) nation in Macedonia: not all citizens are equal before the law and same legal provisions are not applicable to all citizens…”Macedonia is guaranteeing human rights, citizens' freedoms and ethnic equality” – says the Preamble of the Constitution. But the paranoid media made their deal: they have broadcast only their ethnic truth, leaving in blindness their auditorium about the tragedy of the other.


The Macedonian human rights tragedy may be summarized in just a few words: the heroes of the democratization are dead. There wasn’t a Macedonian Feral Tribune, a Macedonian Natasha Kandic, a Macedonian B92, a Macedonian Vojin Dimitrijevic, a Macedonian Panayote Dimitras … it wasn’t healthy. The human rights concept (or rather, the rule of law) become a matter of daily politics with very selective application. But, what the ordinary Macedonian citizen missed to understand, is that, at the end (after finishing with the “others”, afterwards with the political opponents, intellectuals – if any, then with independent businesses etc) the selective approach of practicing the rule of law will select himself, making him naked, hungry, robbed, on the open air (and maybe dead). It already happens. Then he’ll recall the human rights for all. But it will be too late.


By the way, speaking about the unfortunate Constitution, the opposite of the lack of argumentation against the MHC will be presented below. Especially for those with their mouths full of Constitution.
“The first fundamental value of the constitutional order of the Republic of Macedonia are the basic freedoms and rights of the individual and citizen, recognized in international law and set down in the Constitution” – says the Article 8.
“Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia are equal in their freedoms and rights, regardless of sex, race, colour of skin, national and social origin, political and religious beliefs, property and social status. All citizens are equal before the Constitution and law” – says Article 9.
“The human right to life is irrevocable” – says the Article 10.
“The human right to physical and moral dignity is irrevocable. 
Any form of torture, or inhuman or humiliating conduct or punishment, is prohibited” – says the Article 11.
“Persons summoned, apprehended or detained shall immediately be informed of the reasons for the summons, apprehension or detention and on their rights. They shall not be forced to make a statement. A person has a right to an attorney in police and court procedure” – says the Article 12.
“A person indicted for an offence shall be considered innocent until his/her guilt is established by a legally valid court verdict. A person unlawfully detained, apprehended or convicted has a right to legal redress and other rights determined by law” – says the Article 13.
“The international agreements ratified in accordance with the Constitution are part of the internal legal order and cannot be changed by law” – says the Article 118.


This is only a part of the articles from the Constitution (so without mentioning other national laws and especially the European Convention for Human Rights, International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights, the UN Convention against Torture, the Geneva Conventions, even the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders…) that have been violated by those suppose to apply it. The message is: human rights organisations have STRONG EVIDENCES about all these FLAGRANT violations. Media, politicians, prosecutors, judges etc who care about their credibility, only need to ask for it to the MHC. And afterwards to eventually submit their arguments, if any. Then ordinary citizens would understand whom the MHC fights for…


Human Rights do not have ethnic color… but the weapons have. Only in the capital city of Skopje dozens of thousands of weapons were distributed to citizens with one ethnic background by the State. This armament is still out of control. And ready to be used. When an individual decides. Or receive an order. Also, in the official security forces may be heard languages not familiar with the Macedonian soil. For the dictatorship admirers, just one reminder: “Military or paramilitary associations which do not belong to the Armed Forces of the Republic of Macedonia are prohibited” – says the Article 20 of the Constitution. Officials attacked the MHC on their critics towards the newly created special forces (whose integration into legal forces was objected by the MHC), saying that “it is incredible to hear accusations against Macedonian heroes”. Well, they have right: after several months of functioning in a classical paramilitary way, these units became officially integrated in the regular forces, “as an award for their contribution and heroism on the battlefield.”

After all, “Macedonia guarantees the right of asylum to foreign subjects and stateless persons expelled because of democratic political convictions and activities’ – says the Article 29 of the Constitution. Would the human rights activists, treated as “foreign subject”, become asylum seekers in their own country, because of their activities? But, at least, they are not stateless. They are fully aware of the state they fight for.


Finally, a very personal thought (if this right is given), related to equalizing the human rights violations: there can’t be any. Violations made by terrorists may never be equal to those of the regular forces. Terrorism seeks for terror, chaos and it is not ruled by any humanistic codex. Security forces of a State prone for human values, applies a Constitution and order. It is normally a result of democracy and civilisational acquis. That’s way violations made by official security forces are more serious. Especially when there’s no remedy against. 'Cause, by the way, the Article 54 of the Macedonian Constitution declares it: “The restriction of freedoms and rights (during a state of war) cannot be applied to the right to life, the interdiction of torture, inhuman and humiliating conduct and punishment, the legal determination of punishable offences and sentences, as well as to the freedom of personal conviction, conscience, thought and religious believes.” 


If somebody does not understand all this, he will… during the next parliamentary elections. If any…


