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CONSISTENT WITH THE HELSINKI PROCESS

(Press Release)

Skopje, 19 January, 2002. – The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia hereby protests, with indignation, against the manipulation and the abuse of the unfinished, working version of the Annual Report as done by some mass media and against the campaign of intimidation that was at the same time initiated by Interior Minister Ljube Boskoski and later acknowledged by Prime Minister Ljubco Georgievski in his interview for the TV Sitel. At the same time we conclude this is the first time that representatives of the highest state institutions to declare themselves against the activity of an NGO with international character and reputation and that it is not the first time documents of the Helsinki Committee and statements of the members of the Committee are abused and distorted as consequence of the basic ignorance on what human rights actually are.

The frontrunners in this mass media campaign against the Committee were the daily newspapers “Vecer,” “Dnevnik” and “Utrinski Vesnik,” the weekly magazine “Start” and the TV Sitel. The state (Government) controlled TV has placed the Helsinki Committee long ago on its black list, which is actually just another form of obstructing the freedom of expression. “Vecer,” on two occasions, published inappropriate attacks against the Helsinki Committee and its President, by unprecedented and mostly primitive distortion of facts. The main point here was the comical statement in “Vecer” that the Helsinki Committee is a mercenary and enemy organization. In this context, TV Sitel treated the working version of the Annual Report in its routine manner of a deliberate abuse of the data.

This, undemocratic and unprofessionally campaign against the Helsinki Committee reached its peak with threats and reprisals against members of the Committee. As it is already known, Foreign Minister Slobodan Casule relieved overnight Sasko Todorovski, member of the Helsinki Committee (and husband of Mirjana Najcevska, President of the Helsinki Committee), of his high post in the Foreign Ministry. Information is especially raising concern, provided it is confirmed true, that the Helsinki Committee (as problematical) was part of the debate carried out at a recent meeting of the National Security Council. According to information available to the Helsinki Committee, the list of “unwanted” individuals and mass media has been expanded with all those who have opinions and position different from those of the right-wing radicals.

If such antidemocratic and unprofessional conduct of some mass media and of some high-ranking government officials is not publicly condemned by the civil society and if adventures of this type do continue and become practice, then there is danger for the Macedonian democracy to become hostage of the absurd belief as promoted by “Vecer” that “Macedonia is a more democratic country than America”. Thus, we enter the jaws of Balkan-type McCarthyism.

We point out: consistent with the principles of the Helsinki documents, the Committee will continue to act as independent, impartial, and non-party organization affiliated only to the values relating to a country governed by laws and to the rule of law.

Due to our previously bad experience with some of the mass media, we find ourselves compelled to publish this document as a paid advertisement.
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