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I love (Slavo) Macedonians, but I love truth more


Most of the time various media in Macedonia, no matter if they are state or private owned, and – which is even more crucial at this part of Europe, independently from their party affiliation – reproduce same anonymous stories about abused, abducted and displaced people. Reports about the nightmares in Tetovo, villages around the ski resort Popova Shapka, Aračinovo, Slupčane, Raduša and many other intermingle in the news bulletin with a real military communiqués, listing shootings, incidents, and seized armament. And all this as a background of the finally signed peace frame agreement. I got the impression that no one of those who put their signatures on the bottom of the paper born in heavy torments near the otherwise peaceful Ohrid lake believed too much in the future of that controversial document. One of the leading dailies published a cartoon without any text, where four hands are signing the agreement – two holding pens, and the other two – bullets; apparently, nobody need any explanation who is who… I am leaving aside here the big powers with their speculations and goals. Leading Macedonian politicians quite obviously strive at maintaining skepticism about the agreement and negative attitudes toward European intermediaries and facilitators, playing games with fire because of their own speculative aims and deals.

I need to say clearly: I have no sympathy toward the Albanian extremists, no matter if they are considered as freedom fighters – a delayed duplicate of those who fought Turks during the 19. Century for the independence of their countries – Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, Macedonia – or terrorists and bandits. My intention is to avoid and deny easy identification of those couple of hundreds or thousands desperados with the whole Albanian community in Macedonia, which counts for almost 1/3 of the population. It is namely this what happens currently in Macedonia in the speeches of statesmen, media comments and in the heads of the majority population. An evidence about this are burned mosques and small Albanians-owned shops in Bitola, Prilep, Skopje and Kumanovo, cries like "Good Albanian is only the dead one" or "All Albanians in the gas chambers!". The truth is that ordinary Albanians in Macedonia, scornfully called "Shiptars" suffer even more than their fellow Macedonians under the present circumstances – because they are preventively deprived from any trust in the everyday life, they are all considered as the "bad guys" no matter what, while insurgents shove them for money and support and severely punish "collaborationists". Thus Macedonian Albanians happened to be between the hammer and the anvil. Immediately after first firing around Lipkovo, Slupčane and Vakšince the few Albanians professional military in the ARM (Macedonian Armed Forces) were forced to leave their jobs without any formalities – some of them being even beaten and tortured to confess connections with the illegal Albanian armed gangs. As for the conscripts of Albanian background, widespread molestation soon grew under the approving eye of the commanders to the level of unbearable terror, which naturally led to mass defection and, most probably, joining the guerilla even without initial temptation to do this. Official propaganda together with the schizophrenic measures of the authorities, instead of delimitating extremists and drug dealers from the serene Albanian peasants, merchants and artisans, coalescing later ones as loyal citizens of the Republic of Macedonia instead of alienating and repelling them. It was in the same way treated the parliamentary represented Albanian political parties and their leaders: leading Macedonian politicians used them as an appendage to add Albanian votes, and during the negotiations invariably aimed at undermining them, depriving them from confidence and respect both among (Slavo) Macedonian majority as well as among their own Albanian electorate. Were they blind not to notice that behind Xhaferi and Iliri peeps the ignoble silhouette of Kim Ahmeti and many other even more zealotic and intractable personages. Daring to make in Albanian his speech after the signing ceremony on 13 August, Xhaferi tested in a – in my opinion – very elegant way seriousness of the so called "Macedonian bloc" concerning the so muc endured agreement, showing how vulnerable is it. Without listening the witty words – that it is not of such importance in which language you said something, crucial is namely what you say, Prime Minister Georgievski was quick to leave the ceremony, and President Trajkovski failed to hide his anger. Such a behavior could be explained only with both leading Macedonian politicians' immaturity, as well as with their willingness – instead of choosing the more difficult role of better defining the national interest and better explaining what happens to their people, to dissociate themselves from the just signed texts, and to pretend as if they have been forced to put their signatures, what otherwise they would never do. During all the time of the difficult negotiations President Trajkovski and especially the Prime Minister Georgievski, Speaker Stojan Andov and Socialists' leader Br. Crvenkovski behaved like naughty and unruly kids, thinking apparently only for their faces and future careers. They only waited European observers G. Robertson and J. Solana to depart in order to instantly forget what has been agreed and to act according to each of them own scheme. Preferred by them "military option" also led to a impasse, aggravating maximally situation without accomplishing anything positive. It is not necessary to be a professional military to understand that shelling and bombing the occupied by the mobile terrorist units villages by tank, howitzers, helicopters and fighters is completely ineffective – it only destroys houses of both Macedonian and Albanian peasants and has purely propagandist significance, but could kill only a deeply fallen asleep terrorist. An indication about the villainous negligence (if not a deliberate) of the ARM commandment was the happened last week – not under the darkness and on the mountainous tracks, but during the day on the main highway to Tetovo and further to the resort of Ohrid near Grupčin. Military patrols' shift has been driven as if those has been civilians at most safe area – without advanced point, in a closed trucks – a genuine invitation to the bandits to act if they are not too lazy. Burned military truck is still on the place edifying, presumably as a part of the strategy for intimidation and overcharge tension. Most recently this location – where from earlier road-building workers have been abducted – is calm; though scarce, there is some traffic. A huge KFOR convoy heading to Skopje, however, was moving according to every rule of the martial art: with ready for firing heavy machine guns and well protected soldiers watching from the hatch – consecutively directed to the both sides of the road.

Tetovo itself now a days is a ghost city even when there is no shooting around. After two pm almost all shops, public facilities, and even the vegetable market close down, rarely one can seen only Albanians driven taxi cars; downtown and most of the town, which is within the reach of any snyper on the near-by hills, are completely lonely and deserted; rarely coffee shops and retail stores, hidden behind greater buildings, remain open. 

One could reflect on the presumed contradiction between individual rights and collective responsibility. Full shelves of books and articles has been written to prove that no collective rights exist and could be claimed especially concerning ethnic minorities. This is certainly fair. Everybody have to grow professionally, to earn, to be rewarded, etc., according to his and her abilities and contribution, and not because he or she is a German, Dutch, or a Gypsy. The opposite has to be true too, however. No one has to be fired, punished, prosecuted, hampered only because he or she identifies himself or herself with one or another ethnicity, confession, human persuasion. Here in Bulgaria we also made this great error, trying to punish all Turks for the centuries old invasion, occupation, and slaughtering. This ill-designed attempt for an assimilation brought a lot of pain and malevolence. Now we hear same condemnations – as if ALL Albanians are cruel heterodoxies, nothing good could be expected from them, and it is Bulgarians' "hallowed duty" to help Macedonian "brothers", and certainly the "final solution" would come with the "Bigger brother" from the North to beat all damned Moslems and other enemies of the Orthodox Christianity – such as yankees, NATO, and similar stuff… Familiar story, isn't it?




























































































































































































































 

