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Exactly one month ago, from this very same place, on the eve of the creation of the new Grand coalition government in Macedonia, it has been argued that its members do not have capacities to solve the current crisis. It has also been said that the country is on the edge of an ethnic war and that only a miracle…

No miracle happened.

A month after, we have a totally unconcerted Government, armed groups at 10 km from the Skopje capital city, two humanitarian catastrophes (the town of Kumanovo with more than 100,000 inhabitants without a drop of water during 10 days, as well as the Lipkovo village with more than 20,000 civilians without food, medicines and other supplies, trapped between armed groups and Macedonian security forces), the Bitola madness repeated and a total dysfunction of the legal system.

While writing these lines, the Macedonian President is preparing a summit with the political leaders in the country, in view to make another attempt to solve the crisis, while there is a weak cease fire. Simultaneously, an irregular summit of the NATO members is held in Brussels, making profit from the presence of the US President G. Bush being on his first visit to Europe. Supposedly, the Alliance is backing the Mr. Trakovski’s plan and in this respect the Secretary General Mr. G. Robertson will visit Macedonia on June 14. Echoes from this summit go in two directions: France and some other countries do not exclude a stronger NATO involvement in the Macedonian crisis, while Mr. Bush opposes that, arguing that there is still room for a political solution, pushing the Macedonian Government for more energetic political reforms. 

Here the party starts.

Actually, Mr. Bush strongly recommends the formal regulation of the status of Albanians and their language in the Constitution. This would be enough, according to him, for the armed groups to be voluntary disarmed. Fine and true in theory. But there’s no a Macedonian political leader being ready to agree on such concessions.

In fact, Mr. Trajkovski’s plan provides with five steps to solve the crisis: establishment of common military-police anti-terrorist units (which is almost done); military and political isolation of terrorists, creating grounds for a cease fire; proclamation of an unilateral cease fire and establishment of confidence building measures; disarmament (although there is no an idea how it could be realized), and the last one: establishment of peace, stabilization and guaranties with amnesty for those (from the extremists ranges) who didn’t committed criminal acts.

Here the party continues.

It is obvious that the President’s plan do not include NLA fighters in any of these steps. Having in mind that NLA demands participation in the talks, it is not clear what the upcoming summit will be like and, more precisely, what will be the result from. A conclusion could be though that this plan envisages stabilization through military action and “victory”. Which didn’t work so far.

What is not clear neither is what exactly the international community supports? What is the concrete common ground among EU, NATO and the President’s plan?

Probably the only answer is the balance between what the Macedonian side would give as concessions and what could be acceptable for the Albanian side. But, in this context, the gap between the two sides was considerable so far…

Here the party ends.

Citizens of Skopje are in panic and start to leave the capital city.

Kidnapping and killings continue.

The police persecute journalists.

The National Bank of Macedonia forbids the use of foreign currency accounts for non-governmental organizations, while the value of the Macedonian denar dropped for 15 % in one week. The immediate and consecutive loss for NGOs is 1 million $US.

During the last four months, the number of privatized enterprises equals the total privatization of the last three years.

But, the most important: the para-police forces are operational, being ready to realize the Prime Minister’s attempt to provoke an interethnic war. Furthermore, the police has armed civilians in Skopje districts where Macedonians are majority. Estimations say that 10-15,000 pieces of guns have been disseminated. The same action is made in other towns too.

When the mosaic is completed, the conclusion is imposed by itself: Macedonia, being unable to solve the crisis and to preserve the unity of the country, should sign an agreement with NATO, in view to realize two immediate goals: to prevent a starting interethnic war and to ensure a voluntary disarmament of the NLA. This action should be simultaneously accompanied with bigger involvement of the EU and OSCE in view to ensure more effective and productive political dialogue.

The international community should become more aware of its responsibilities towards Macedonia.

All this simply because we’re running out of time.

And because peace could become only a memory.
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