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The bleak picture presented in today’s Greek prisons is recorded with candid accuracy in the report compiled by the Planning Directorate of the Ministry of Environment, Planning and Public Works (YPEHODE). The “Special Framework for the planning, design and long-range development of detention establishments,” which was discussed last Thursday (26-7-01) in the first meeting of the newly formed Planning Council, cites that there is a deficit of 3,733 places for detainees. That is, 8,295 inmates are currently crowded into the 5,267 officially available places whereas the requisite number of places is 9,000.





The report further stresses that most prisons have unfit facilities and are located in unsuitable areas, while the existing legislature providing for community service and custodial sentences for prisoners stands literally unimplemented. The compilers note that any design and planning of new types of detention establishments must take into consideration the ever-increasing number of prisoners who are drug addicts.





Only 5,267 official places for 8,295 prisoners





The 1990s saw a significant rise in the number of prisoners in Greece despite efforts to contain them with administrative measures. This, combined with the absence of a corresponding increase in infrastructure, has created a significant problem that encompasses all aspects of detention conditions and security in correctional establishments.





A total of 8,295 detainees are crowded into 5,267 available places, whereas the requisite number of places has been assessed at 9,000. The deficit of 3,733 places is exacerbated by the need for renovation of existing structures, a large portion of which (1,920 places) have been condemned by necessity. For them, any improvement attempts that might be made are incapable of alleviating current problems. The Special Framework recognizes that there is a demand for at least 5,653 new places.





An x-ray of the prison population





“The rise in the number of prisoners is not the result of a corresponding rise in crime,” the Special Framework points out in its introduction. On the one hand there is a significant discernable rise in crimes and misdemeanors over the period 1987-97, but the numbers of those convicted of crimes show a decrease during periods when the prison population has increased - and vice versa. Moreover, the prison population shows a discrepancy in the ratio of various population groups to violations. The main characteristics of the discrepancy in the ratio of population groups to prisoners are:





·	An increase in the ratio of foreign prisoners to the total prison population;


·	The fixed ratio of prisoners and those in custody pending trial for narcotics violations to the total prison population;


·	The rise in the ratio of juvenile and female prisoners to the total prison population;


·	The significant rise in the ratio of prisoners serving long-term sentences.





It is indicatory that the compilers of the Special Framework note that the increased rise in the ratio of drug addicts to the total prison population must be taken into consideration when planning new types of detention establishments.





Non-implemented legislation





According to the compilers of the YPEHODE report, the increasing total prison population along with that of these specific groups is apparent. Nevertheless, in many instances there is no implementation of the alternative possibilities recognized in criminal and penitentiary legislation, such as community service or custodial sentences, making it necessary to secure many new places for inmates. This, along with the disproportionaty lower rise in the number of detention places, is the major cause that exacerbates the problem of overcrowding in existing prison establishments. It also results in the deterioration of inmates’ living conditions and security problems in detention establishments.





Unfit facilities in unsuitable locations





Many of the existing facilities have been judged to be structurally unsuitable on the basis of standards in the new penitentiary code and the requirements being formulated for new types of prison establishments. The locations of certain establishments have now been judged unsuitable due to changes in given conditions and environmental factors (urban growth, changes in adjacent land use), resulting in their proposed abolition.    


                  








