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MACEDONIAN POLICE VIOLATE THE RIGHTS  OF ALBANIAN CITIZENS 

P R O T E S T

To:
FYROM Embassy in Tirana

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Albania

The Albanian Human Rights Group expresses its concern over the incidents that have happened to Albanian citizens in the territory of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Albania.

Based upon the investigation carried out, the Group finds that, especially during the past months, there have been an increasing number of unfounded detainments, arrests and violence on the part of the Macedonian police toward Albanian citizens. 

We concretely mention the most recent cases, such as: 

- The arrest in the vicinity of the town of Kërçova (Macedonia) of four well-known Albanian artists, among whom the poet Xhevair Spahiu and the actor Mirush Kabashi. 

The event occurred while the artists were returning immediately after a cultural event called “Days of Naim” which was held on 23-24 November in the city of Tetovo (Macedonia). 

They were stopped without any reason by police near the town of Kërçovo and were then taken to the police station of this town where they stayed for about 6 hours under conditions of a grave psychological pressure. During their stay in the police station, their cell phones were taken and prosecutors asked them provocative questions with a striking nationalistic background. In fact, a tape featuring the cultural even that had taken place a few hours before was taken away from the poet Pano Taçi.

- Use of psychological and physical violence exerted by Macedonian police upon about 52 medical doctors from the district of Elbasan.

The doctors were returning from Bulgaria, where they had been on a four-day visit. On 2 December ’01, their bus encountered the first stop on Macedonian territory, to then be stopped by five other police checkpoints along the way toward the Albanian border.  

There was name-calling, threats and insults toward the doctors, such as “…you are bandits,” “…we’ll wipe you all out at the same time…”, etc.

As soon as they got into the Albanian territory, the doctors submitted a denunciation to the police office at the customs crossing point of Qafë-Thana.

The Albanian Human Rights Group strongly condemns these violent and discriminate acts by Macedonian police and all other forms of the violation of human rights and freedoms by Macedonian state representatives toward Albanian citizens.

Such incidents should be strongly condemned by the public opinion and state institutions in both countries, because they cannot be part of good neighborly relations, in the interest of the future, peace and the stability of the two countries, the region and beyond.

The AHRG, through this statement, is informing the Macedonian embassy in Albania and is requesting that it alerts the relevant institutions of the Macedonian government to find and hold accountable those who have caused these acts and to take measures for preventing such events in the future.

The AHRG also draws the attention of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Albania so it does not remain indifferent in the face of violations bequeathed upon its citizens, but to rather set to motion its structures to clarify these cases because the state has the obligation to protect the rights of its own citizens.

Tirana December 3, 2001


