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EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS CENTER

1386 Budapest 62, P.O. Box 906/93, Hungary



Phone: (36-1) 413-2200; Fax: (36-1) 413-2201

E-mail: office@errc.org
http://errc.org
April 14, 2004

United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais des Nations

8-14, Avenue de la Paix

CH- 1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Honourable Committee Member,

The European Roma Rights Center (ERRC), an international public interest law organisation, respectfully submits herewith Cleaning Operations: Excluding Roma in Greece, a comprehensive report on the human rights situation of Roma in Greece, published by the ERRC and the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) in April 2003, for assistance to the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the Committee) during the review of Greece’s compliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the Covenant), at its 32nd session, April 26-May 14, 2004.  

The ERRC believes that the upcoming session of the Committee provides an opportunity to highlight some of the most important respects in which the Greek Government has failed to honour its commitments under the Covenant. In particular, the ERRC draws the attention of the Committee to violations of Articles 2, 11, 12 and 13 of the Covenant, as documented by the report submitted herewith. The ERRC is aware of the measures taken by the Greek Government, as detailed in the report submitted by the State Party to the Committee under Article 16 of the Covenant
. To date, however, these measures have not succeeded to ensure the effective implementation of the Covenant where the human rights of Roma in Greece are concerned. The Government has thus failed to act to guarantee and ensure that Roma have equal access to economic, social and cultural rights. 

A brief outline of the concerns detailed in the ERRC report follows:

Article 2.2 (non-discrimination)

· Roma in Greece are subjected to discrimination when seeking to realise the rights protected by the Covenant, most importantly in the fields of housing, health-care, education and access to public services.

· Greece currently lacks adequate anti-discrimination legislation.

Article 11 (the right to an adequate standard of living)

· Roma in Greece often live in a state of racial segregation from non-Roma, in violation of the ban on racial segregation provided under international law.

· Roma in Greece frequently experience forced evictions and/or threat of forced eviction.

· Many Roma live in appalling material and environmental circumstances in settlements unfit for human habitation.

· Racist policies by Greek municipalities are implemented almost entirely unchecked, resulting in residential segregation and/or homelessness. 

Article 12 (the right to the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health)

· Substandard conditions in many Romani settlements cause serious threats to health.
· Romani women and children are particularly at risk because of the failure of the health-care system to accommodate their needs.
· A lack of basic identity documents causes many Roma to be unable to claim basic health-care and/or social benefits.
· Access to health-care is further limited by the lack of co-operation administrative staff in state-run hospital often display.
Article 13 (the right to education)

· Romani children are effectively denied access to an education of the standard received by their non-Romani peers.
· The existence of racially segregated substandard schools for Romani children is tolerated by the Greek State.

· Many Romani children are placed in Roma-only classes in regular schools, in which they are subjected to inferior education. 

· Many Romani children are not even enrolled in school or drop out at a very early stage. 

· Municipal and school authorities have actively hindered the access of Romani children to education by refusing to register Romani students in local schools and by not providing school transport for Romani children. 

In addition, authorities in a number of municipalities, have refused to register factually residing Roma as resident, effectively precluding them from access to public services necessary for the realisation of nearly all substantive rights protected by the Covenant, in particular by Articles 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13.

For your information and use during the review of Greece’s compliance with the Covenant, please find attached the following documents:

· A comprehensive report on the human rights situation of Roma in Greece, Cleaning Operations: Excluding Roma in Greece, published by the ERRC and the GHM  in April 2003;

· A list of proposed questions to the Greek Government for assistance in the Committee’s review.

The ERRC is an international public interest law organisation, which monitors the human rights situation of Roma in Europe and provides legal defence in cases of abuse. Since its establishment in 1996, the ERRC has undertaken first-hand field research in more than a dozen countries, including Greece, and has disseminated numerous publications, from book-length studies to advocacy letters and public statements. ERRC publications about Greece and other countries, as well as additional information about the organisation, are available on the Internet at http://www.errc.org.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration of the ERRC concerns, as outlined in the submission. Please do not hesitate to contact us in any connection.

Sincerely,

Claude Cahn





Virgil-Cristi Mihalache

Programmes Director




Advocacy Officer
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� Greece State Report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, (1) E/1990/5/Add.56.
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